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Central America!‘m

Mexico
Belize
Guatemala
Honduras
El Salvador
Nicaragua
Costa Rica
Panama

Cuba

Haiti

Dominican Republic
Puerto Rico

NET T

Mexico City
Belmopan
Guatemala City
Teguchigalpa
San Salvador
Managua

San Jose
Panama City

REVETEY

Port au Prince
Santo Domingo
San Juan
Kingston

DEFINING THE REALM

—MEXICO, CENTRAL AMERICA,
CARIBBEAN ISLANDS

MAJOR GEOGRAPHIC QUALITIES

— FRAGMENTED - PHYSICALLY AND
POLITICALLY

—DIVERSE CULTURALLY
—POVERTY IS ENDEMIC

LAND BRIDGE

ARCHIPELAGO

— GREATER AND LESSER
ANTILLES

NATURAL HAZARD

— EARTHQUAKES

— VOLCANOES

—HURRICANES
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ANTARCTIC PLATE

from which radiated
ideas, innovations, and ideologies
that changed the world beyond.

Aztecs

CULTURE HEARTHS
— MAYA CIVILIZATION
« 3000 BP
o CLASSIC PERIOD 200-900 AD

« HONDURAS, GUATEMALA, BELIZE, YUCATAN
PENINSULA =

« THEOCRATIC STRUCTURE o
— AZTEC CIVILIZATION _ 5 [ sPaIN
« 1300 AD -y ] FRANCE
o VALLEY OF MEXICO Bl sRiTAIN
« TENOCHTITLAN (>100,000 PEOPLE)




Land was - colonial
commercial interests

Lands devoted to food crops for local
consumption were to
for

induces:
— Famine
—Poverty
— Migration
— Little agricultural diversity

MAINLAND

—EURO-INDIAN INFLUENCE
— GREATER ISOLATION
—HACIENDA PREVAILED
RIMLAND

—EURO-AFRICAN INFLUENCE
—HIGH ACCESSIBILITY
—PLANTATION ECONOMY
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MAINLAND

greater isolation

altitudinal
zonation

mountains
Euro/Indian

Mestizo

haciendas

RIMLAND

greater, aecessibility

tropical

islands
African-European

Mulatto

plantation

MEDOLE AMERCA MAINLANG AND RIMLAND
an0 LD

HACIENDA

— SPANISH INSTITUTION

- NOT EFFICIENT BUT SOCIAL PRESTIGE
- WORKERS LIVED ON THE LAND

PLANTATION

- NORTHERN EUROPEAN ORIGINS
— EXPORT ORIENTED MONOCROPS
- IMPORTED CAPITAL AND SKILLS
— SEASONAL LABOR

— EFFICIENCY IS KEY
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N * Uiner 50,000
SONDRA E * 50.000-F50,000
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Initiated in the 1960s
Today > 4,000 maquiladoras

> 1.2 million employees
Export the finished products
Mostly foreign-owned (U.S., Japa
80% of goods re-exported to U.S.

Assemble imported, duty-free components/raw
materials

* Tariffs limited to value added during assembly



1% UNITED\ STATES
3% Assembly and L NEW M[:ucr? s
Assembly of Repair (excluding L )
Food Products Electronic

Assembly of Toys Equipmeny _Leather, Shoes
2% nd Sporting Goods L/ and Products Electrical and
.“L‘\ | / 2% Elecrronic Accessories
43 Chemical ™~
Products

o Service

Establishments

Assembly of
Furniwre and % R .
Related Products . }
1% - | g MEXICO
. ILADORA EMPLOYMENT | + ’4‘#{94- DURANGO. /
1 ~ IN THE MEXICO-UNITED STATES A o
Other Manufacturing \ G et e BORDER ZONE, 2000 )
Assembly of and Texiile Products
Machinery, % Construction and T
Eruipment, including Transpor tation Equipment
Electronic Equipment 7%
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EFEECTS
— Regional development

— Development of an international growth
Srant Corporatin el Corporation. Xerex corridor between Monterrey and Dallas -
Fort Worth

Ford

Foremost, it promises a higher standard
of living.

NAFTA creates more jobs for Mexicans
as US companies begin to invest more
heavily in the Mexican market.

Mexican exporters increase their sales
-Reduced and regulated trade to the US and Canada.
tariffs,\barriers, and guotas
between members Is that the

- Standardized finance & service entire story?
exchanges

Effective 1 January 1994

Established a trade agreement
between:Mexico, Canada andithe bS,
which:




Assemblers Skilled Labor

Middle & South America’'s Vertical Climate Zones

TIERRA NEVADW

TIERRA HELADA

ALTITUDINAL ZONATION

Banel b@lising?

Canada remains as the United States’
largest export market.

Since 1977, Mexico has moved into
second place (displacing Japan).
85% of all Mexican exports now ga to
the United States.

75% of Mexico’s imports originate in
the United States.
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Antigua and Barbuda

— Direct contribution of 13% to GDP and affects growth in
other sectors

— Tourism alone
provides
50% of GDP
and directly
or indirectly
employs 40%
of the population.

Cuba

— Growing industry

— adult males are perceived to be healthier than females and children
— bones of spoiled fish are used to make a'soup to cure illness from
eating spoiled fish
— witch doctors are important health care providers in rural areas
— machismo society but women are viewed as morally and
spiritually superior
— having body fat in women is considered to be healthy and sign,of
fertility
— direct eye contact practiced and looking away may be interpreted as
disrespect or dishonesty
— matrifocal society where it is not important for women to have a
lifetime partner; therefore several different fathers may \visit
with their children in one household
— some believe that they must continue sexual intercourse during
pregnancy to keep the birth canal lubricated and cold air should
be avoided during this time
— traditional mothers may not wish to bathe, wash
hair or have intercourse for 40 days following childbirth




